FROM FIELD TO  FOREIGN OFFICE
to think out some really terrible penalty for you." He
thought for a moment as if pondering the issue and
then he smiled with that smile which showed that the
Marshal liked you best even when his words seemed
gruffest and his jokes heaviest, " I will hand you," he
added, " over to the Opposition Party for impeachment
in the Seym."
The Marshal, however, was really beginning now to
discern the metier of his man, for it is significant that,
after the armistice was signed with the Soviet Union,
Major Beck was next entrusted with a diplomatic
mission to Admiral Horthy, Regent of Hungary. This
work he must have done to the Marshal's liking for
when he returned he was called in the dead of night,
during the early spring of 1921, to join a Polish mission
which was leaving within twenty-four hours, in order
to hold a Polish-Lithuanian Conference at Brussels.
Major Beck was to act as the military delegate-plenipo-
tentiary. It was an independent mission as far as he
was concerned, as there was no other officer on the Polish
side. Major Beck saluted and respectfully informed the
Marshal that he knew nothing of Lithuanian affairs.
" That's all right," exclaimed Pilsudski in reply, " all
you've got to do is to remember the general lines of our
policy, not to worry about the details of various
Tinyvilles and other hole-in-the-corner pkces as the
alleged experts do."
Some months later, towards the end of 1921, Marshal
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